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SUBORDINATE  RITUAL. 


OPENING  CEREMONIES. 


M.  R. — Gives  one  rap  with  the  gavel  and  says, 
M.  V.  R.,  we  are  about  to  open  this  Union  in 

the    degree.    You  will  please  station 

the  Stewards  and  close  the  entrances. 

M.  V.  R. — Places  the  Stewards,  then  returns 
and  gives  the  sign  of  the  degree  in  which  the 
Union  is  to  be  opened,  and  says,  M.  R.,  your 
orders  have  been  obeyed. 

M.  R. — M.  V.  R.,  please  prove  all  present 
with  the  proper  password  and  report  the  name 
of  each  member  being  without  same  to  the 
F.  R.,  in  order  that  we  may  know  the  standing 
of  such  member  in  this  Union. 

M.  R. — M.  S.  R.,  please  see  that  all  members 
are  clothed  in  regalia  according  to  the  laws 
governing  the  Y.  C.  B.  S. 

M.  S.  R. — M.  R.,  the  members  are  clothed  in 
proper  regalia. 

M.  R. — M.  V.  R.,  your  duties  are  to  assist  me 
in  opening  the  Union,  to  report  the  names  of 
those  who  are  without  the  password  or  to  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  I  or  the  Union  may 
direct,  and  in  my  absence  take  charge  of  the 
Union  and  see  that  the  laws  of  the  U.  C.  B.  S. 
are  properly  obeyed  and  carried  out. 

M.  R. — M.  S.  R.,  your  duties  are  to  assist  the 
M.  V.  R.  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  in 
his  absence  officiate  for  him,  and  such  other  du- 
ties required  by  the  Union. 

M.  R. — M.  D.,  your  duties  are  to  wait  on  the 
officers  aud  members,  conduct  candidates  dur- 
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ing  the  initiation,  and  to  perform  such  other 
duties  as  I  or  the  members  may  ask. 

M.  R. — M.  T.,  your  duties  are  to  receive  all 
moneys  from  the  M.  F.  R.  and  to  pay  the  same 
out  only  ov  order  from  me,  signed  by  the  F.  R., 
with  the  seal  of  the  Union  attached. 

M.  R. — M.  R.  R.,  your  duties  are  to  record 
all  proceedings  of  each  meeting,  conduct  all 
correspondence,  forward  all  reports  to  the  home 
office  and  send  (20  cts. )  twenty  cents  taxes  on 
each  member  .in  good  standing,  payable  Jan- 
uary 1st,  April  1st,  July  1st,  October  1st  of  each 
year,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  I  or 
the  Union  may  ask. 

M.  R. — M.  F.  R.,  your  duties  are  to  keep  a 
strict  account  between  the  Union  and  its  mem- 
bers, notify  all  members  who  are  unfinancial,  to 
make  out  and  present  to  this  Union  your  report 
at  the  end  of  each  term,  and  to  perform  all 
other  duties  required  by  the  Constitution  and 
Ritual  of  this  Union. 

M.  R. — M.  O.  S.,  your  duties  are  to  hold  the 
outer  door  and  allow  no  one  to  listen  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Union,  to  allow  no  one  to  en- 
ter without  the  proper  password. 

M.  R. — M.  T.  S.,  your  duties  are  to  hold  the 
inner  door,  to  receive  all  messages  from  the 
outer  Steward,  and  to  report  the  same  to  me, 
and  not  allow  any  one  to  enter  the  Union  room 
without  the  proper  password  and  clothed  in  the 
proper  regalia. 

M.  R. — Brothers  and  Sisters:  I  am  under  the 
solemn  obligation  to  perform  with  impartial 
justice  and  truth  my  duties,  which  I  ask  the 
co-operation  of  every  officer  and  member  of 
this  Union.  Let  no  anger  or  discord  arise  in 
our  ranks,  but  let  us  work  together  in  love  and 
harmony,  devoting  our  whole  attention,  our  en- 
tire zeal  to  our  lawful  duties.  (Call  the  Union 
up  by  giving  three  raps  with  the  gavel.) 
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OPENING  HYMN. 

Before  our  Father's  throne, 

We  pour  our  ardent  prayers; 
Our  fears,  our  hopes  ,our  aims  are  one, 

Our  comforts  and  our  cares. 

M.  R. — M.  P.,  please  lead  in  prayer. 

(M.  R. — Gives  one  rap  and  all  are  seated.) 

M.  R. — Officers  and  members:  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  M.  C.  to  have  social  supervision  of  all 
preparations  and  be  responsible  for  all  floor 
work  ceremonies  in  conferring  all  uegrees,  and 
perform  such  other  duties  as  1  shall  direct,  and 
he  shall  be  the  counsel  for  the  Union  and  see 
that  the  officers  and  members  obey  the  laws  of 
the  U.  C.  B.  S.  So  I  claim  your  attention  in  all 
matters  that  may  be  presented  for  our  consid- 
eration.   I  now  declare    Union,  No.  . . . , 

duly  opened  in    degree. 


ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 


1.  Officers'  roll  called. 

2.  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  and  ap 
proved. 

3.  Officers  previously  absent  called  to  explain. 

4.  Report  of  Committee  on  Sick  and  Dis- 
tressed. 

5.  Standing  Committee's  report. 

6.  Application  for  new  members  read  and  re- 
ferred. 

7.  Balloting  for  new  candidates. 

8.  Communications  and  bills  read. 

9.  Roll  called  by  the  P.  R.,  fines  and  taxes 
first,  then  monthly  dues. 

10.  Deferred  and  new  business  considered. 

11.  Has  any  member  anything  to  offer  for  the 
good  of  the  Union? 

12.  Report  of  the  Membership  Committee. 

13.  Initiation  of  candidates. 

14.  Closing  in  due  form. 


CLOSING  CEREMONIES. 


M.  R. — The  business  of  the  Union  being 
ended,  we  will  proceed  to  close. 

M.  F.  R. — What  is  the  amount  of  receipts? 
Fines  first,  taxes  secondly,  and  dues  lastly; 
then  the  total  of  the  whole  amount  collected. 

M.  R. — Are  your  books  correct? 

M.  F.  R.— They  are  M.  R. 

M.  R. — M.  D.,  please  take  care  of  the  re- 
galias. 

M.  R. — Let  no  member  of  this  Union  leave 
this  room  with  the  bitter  spirit  of  envy  in  his 
heart,  but  let  our  Union  ever  send  forth  the 
stream  of  purity,  unity,  truth,  and  friendship. 
"Peace  on  earth;  good  will  to  all  men." 

(Raps  the  Union  up.) 

M.  D. — Please  place  the  gavels,  regalia,  rit- 
uals and  odes  in  the  safe  under  lock  and  key. 

M.  R. — Brothers  and  Sisters,  as  we  separate 
and  mingle  with  the  outer  world,  let  us  not  for- 
get the  precepts  of  our  Union;  let  us  work  to 
add  dignity  to  our  homes;  let  us  be  honest,  just 
and  truthful  in  the  mighty  path  of  God. 

M.  R. — M.  P.,  please  lead  in  prayer. 

CLOSING  HYMN. 

Bless'd  be  the  tie  that  binds, 
Our  hearts  in  Christian  love 

The  fellowship  of  kindred  minds 
Is  like  to  that  above. 

M.  R. — I  now  declare  Union,  No.  . . . 

of  the  U.  C.  B.  S,,  dismissed  until  next  regular 
meeting,  unless  there  be  a  called  meeting,  of 
which  every  member  will  be  notified. 

(So  mote  it  be.    Members  respond.) 


INITIATION. 


M.  R. — M.  V.  R.,  please  see  if  there  is  any  can- 
didate in  the  ante-room  to  be  intiated  in  the 
first  degree. 

M.  V.  R. — M.  R.,  there  is  waiting  in  the  ante- 
room (give  names),  who  desire  to  be  iniated  in 
the  sacred  mysteries  of  this  degree  and  be- 
come a  member  of  this  Union. 

M.  R. — M.  R.  R.,  has  the  application  been  re- 
ceived, referred  and  reported  upon,  and  the  can- 
didates duly  elected? 

M.  R.  R. — M.  R.,  all  actions  have  been  taken 
and  the  candidates  elected. 

M.  R. — M.  D.,  please  go  and  prepare  the  can- 
didates for  initiation. 

M.  R.  R.,  you  wil  please  accompany  the  M.  D., 
and  if  the  candidates  answer  the  requirements, 
you  will  make  your  report  at  this  bar. 

M.  D.  and  M.  R.  R.  addresses  the  M.  R.  and 
passes  to  the  ante-room. 

M.  D. — Candidates  we  have  come  to  give  you 
a  preparatory  examination;  you  will  now  an- 
swer the  M.  R.  R.'s  questions. 

1.  M.  R.  R. — What  is  your  name?  (Give  in 
full.) 

2.  M.  R.  R. — What  is  your  occupation? 

3.  M.  R.  R. — Are  you  married? 

4.  M.  R.  R. — Is  your  health  good? 

,5.  M.  R.  R. — Have  you  been  to  State's 
Prison? 

6.  M.  R.  R. — Have  you  been  ill  within  the 
last  three  years? 

7.  M.  R.  R. — Have  you  ever  undergone  a  sur- 
gical operation?    (If  so,  for  what)? 

8.  M.  R.  R. — Are  you  deformed  in  any  way? 
(State  answers  in  detail.) 
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9.  M.  R.  R. — Why  do  you  seek  to  join  this 
Union? 

10.  M.  R.  R. — Have  you  paid  your  joining 
fee? 

11.  M.  R.  R. — Do  you  answer  the  foregoing 
questions  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord? 

12.  M.  R.  R. — Loved  ones,  I  declare  to  you 
that  Union,  Purity,  Godliness,  Obedience,  Rev- 
erence, Innocence,  Morality,  Honesty  Sobriety, 
are  the  true  principles  of  this  our  noble  Union. 
Are  you  willing  to  be  governed  by  these  quali- 
ties? 

M.  R.  R.  and  M.  D.  will  then  return  and  say, 
M.  R.,  the  candidates  have  complied  with  the 
requirements,  and  the  fee  is  paid  in  full. 

M.  R. — Please  bring  in  the  candidates. 

PRAYER. 

Almighty  Father  of  the  Heaven  and  earth,  to 
this  our  present  convention;  and  grant  that 
this  candidate  for  Union  Brotherhood  may 
dedicate  and  devote  his  life  to  Thy  service,  and 
become  a  true  and  faithful  brother  among  us. 
Give  him  divine  wisdom,  that  by  the  secrets  of 
our  working  he  may  be  better  enabled  to  dis- 
play the  beauties  of  godly  living,  to  the  honor 
of  Thy  holy  name. 

It  is  good  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
Union. 

We  present  to  you  a  Bible  (Holy),  which  is 
the  great  chart  written  by  God  and  more  an- 
cient than  any  other  writing.  "For  the  word 
was  God  and  the  word  was  with  God,  and  the 
Holy  Bible  is  God's  word;  this  is  our  guide. 

OBLIGATION. 

I  (calling  candidate's  name),  in  the  presence 
of  God  and  these  brethren,  swear  and  declare 
that  I  will  not  make  known,  write  or  cause  to 
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be  written,  the  password,  sign,  grip  or  token,  or 
any  secret  works  of  the  United  Church  Benevo- 
lent Society  to  any  one  unless  fully  qualified  to 
know  the  same  by  due  examination.  I  will  not 
explain  or  discuss,  outside  of  the  Union  room, 
the  transactions  of  its  meetings.  I  also  prom- 
ise not  to  commit  a  wrong  deed,  or  encourage 
any  member  to  do  the  same,  against  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Union.  I  further  promise  to  be  sub- 
missive to  the  Constitution  of  the  Supreme 
Union  and  By-Laws  of  this  or  any  other  Union, 
and  not  to  distribute  any  printed  matter  of  the 
United  Church  Benevolent  Society  of  my  own 
publication.  I  promise  to  aid  the  sick  and 
afflicted,  to  help  and  remember  them  in  my 
prayers.  Under  all  these  obligations  I  do  bind 
myself  until  death:  so  help  me,  God.  (Kiss  the 
Bible.) 

BROTHERLY  LOVE. 

By  the  exercise  of  brotherly  love,  we  are 
taught  to  regard  the  whole  human  species  as 
one  family;  the  high  and  low,  the  rich  and 
poor,  who,  as  created  by  one  Almighty  parent, 
and  inhabitants  of  the  same  planet,  are  to  aid, 
support  and  protect  each  other.  Brotherly  love 
is  the  name  of  the  Union  Brotherhood  Grip. 

RELIEF. 

To  relieve  the  distressed,  is  a  duty  incumbent 
on  all  men;  but  particularly  on  the  United 
Church  Benevolents,  who  are  linked  together  by 
an  indissoluble  chain  of  affection.  To  soothe  the 
unhappy,  to  sympathize  with  their  misfortunes; 
to  compassionate  their  miseries,  and  to  restore 
peace  to  their  troubled  minds,  is  the  great  aim 
we  have  in  view.  On  this  basis  we  form  our 
friendships  and  establish  our  connections.  Re- 
lief is  the  name  of  the  sign  of  this  degree. 
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TRUTH. 

Truth  is  a  divine  attribute,  and  the  founda- 
tion of  every  virtue.  To  be  good  and  true  is 
the  first  lesson  we  are  taught  in  our  Brother- 
hood. On  this  theme  we  contemplate,  and  by- 
its  dictates  endeavor  to  regulate  our  conduct: 
hence,  while  influenced  by  this  principle,  hy- 
pocrisy and  deceit  are  unknown  among  us;  sin- 
cerity and  plain  dealing  distinguish  us;  and  the 
heart  and  tongue  join  in  promoting  each  other's 
welfare,  and  rejoicing  in  each  other's  pros- 
perity.   This  is  the  name  of  our  voting  sign. 

SIGNS. 

When  you  come  to  the  outer  door  give  *  *. 
The  Outer  Sentinel  will  answer  you  by  x  x. 
Then  give  the  quarterly  password,  in  a  whis- 
per. You  will  then  be  admitted  to  the  ante- 
room. You  then  clothe  yourself  in  badge  and 
regalia  of  the  Union  and  give  x  x  x.  The  In- 
ner Sentinel  will  answer  you  by  x  x  x;  then 
give  degree  password  and  quarterly  password. 

GRIP. 

Clasp  the  r  d  ,  making  an  impression 

x  x  x  on  the  side  with  the  f —  f — . 

BROTHERHOOD  SIGN. 

Raise  the  r  d  to  the  b — ,  slightly  bowing. 

VOTING  SIGN. 

Raise  the  right  hand  above  the  shoulders, 
palm  faceward. 

TEMPERANCE. 

Temperance  is  that  due  restraint  upon  our 
affections  and  passions,  which  renders  the  body 
tame  and  governable,  and  frees  the  mind  from 
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the  allurements  of  vice.  This  virtue  should  be 
the  constant  practice  of  every  man  and  espe- 
cially we  brethren  of  the  First  Brotherhood,  as 
we  are  taught  thereby  to  avoid  excess,  or  con- 
tracting any  licentious  or  vicious  habit,  the  in- 
dulgence of  which  might  lead  him  to  disclose 
some  of  those  valuable  secrets,  which  we  have 
promised  to  conceal  and  never  reveal,  and 
which  would  consequently  subject  him  to  the 
contempt  and  detestation  of  all  in  the  Union 
Brotherhood.    Temperance  is  your  relief. 

"Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me." 
Upon  this  basis  rests  all  the  virtue  of  this 
Brotherhood. 

SING. 

A  charge  to  keep  I  have, 

A  God  to  glorify; 
A  never-dying  soul  to  save, 

And  fit  it  for  the  sky. 

FORTITUDE. 

Fortitude  is  that  noble  and  steady  purpose  of 
the  mind,  whereby  we  are  enabled  to  undergo 
any  pain,  peril  or  danger,  when  prudently 
deemed  expedient.  This  virtue  is  equally  dis- 
tant from  rashness  and  cowardice;  and  like  the 
former,  should  be  deeply  impressed  upon  the 
mind  of  every  man  and  woman  entering  the 
Brotherhood  Purity  as  a  safeguard  or  security 
against  any  illegal  attacks  that  may  be  made 
by  force  or  otherwise,  to  extort  from  him  any 
of  those  valuable  secrets  with  which  he  has 
beon  so  solemnly  intrusted. 

OBLIGATION. 

I  (calling  name  of  candidate),  in  the  pres- 
ence of  these  witnesses,  on  my  honor  as  a  mem- 
ber, promise  and  declare  that  I  will  not  defraud 
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the  fraternity  in  its  treasury,  nor  a  member  in 
his  or  her  belongings;  that  I  will  not  reveal 
any  of  the  secrets  of  this  Union.  I  also  prom- 
ise to  pay  all  dues  and  assessments  promptly: 
so  help  me,  God.    (Kiss  the  Bible.) 

SING. 

Bless'd  be  the  tie  that  binds, 
Our  hearts  in  Christian  love; 

The  fellowship  of  kindred  minds, 
Is  like  to  that  above. 

OBLIGATION. 

I  (candidate  call  his  name),  in  the  presence 
of  God  and  man,  promise  to  be  obedient  to  the 
Laws,  Rules  and  Regulations  of  this  Union. 
To  protect  and  defend  and  aid  in  the  execution 
of  the  same.  To  pay  all  dues,  fines  and  taxes 
required  by  the  law.  To  work  for  the  progress 
and  good  of  this  Union,  to  do  all  in  my  power 
along  any  line  to  further  its  territory,  to  report 
to  the  Supreme  Head  and  help  to  bring  to  jus- 
tice any  person  who  wilfully  violates  or  mali- 
ciously attempts  to  break  or  cause  to  be  broken, 
the  laws  made  by  the  Supreme  head  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  said  Union.  To  love  and  protect 
my  brother,  to  aid  him  in  trouble,  to  divide  of 
the  necessities  of  life  with  him  when  I  see  him 
in  want  or  distress;  to  protect  his  wife  and 
children  and  assist  his  widow  and  orphans  by 
giving  of  my  means  when  necessary.  To  help 
my  church,  first  by  being  present  every  Sunday 
I  can;  secondly,  to  contribute  of  my  means  to 
help  support  and  carry  on  the  same  whenever  I 
can.  To  assist  the  pastor  in  preserving  order, 
by  keeping  quiet  myself,  to  give  of  my  means  to 
help  support  him;  to  live  close  to  God  and  keep 
His  commandments,  if  a  Christian,  and  (if  not, 
to  try  all  in  my  power  to  know  Him  in  the  par- 
don of  my  sins.) 
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To  ever  keep  and  remember  the  chant  of  this 
degree:  "Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it 
holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labor  and  do  all  thy 
work:  But  the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of 
the  Lord  thy  God:  In  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any 
work,  thou  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy 
man  servant,  nor  thy  maid  servant."  To  all 
this  do  I  bind  myself  until  death:  so  help  me 
God.    (Kiss  the  Bible.) 

I  will  now  instruct  you  in  a  few  of  the  signs. 

GRIP. 

Clasp  the  hand  with  a  s  sq  ,  then 

DAY  SIGN. 

Question.    When  did  you   ?    I  am  t  

e  . 

DISTRESS  SIGN. 

Raise  the  to  the  ,  letting  it  fall 

to  either  right  or  left  side,  three  times. 

NIGHT  SIGN. 

C  ,  c  .    Answer.   S  ,  s  . 

HOW  TO  READ  THE  BUTTON. 

Bible.    Ass.  Read. 
U.  Union. 
C.  Church. 
B.  Benevolent. 
S.  Society. 
Hands.  Fellowship. 

STANDING  SIGN. 

Clasp  both    of  left  to  the   ,  letting 

them  fall  to  the  side  four  times. 
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READ  ECCL.  XII. 

I.  You  agree  to  be  a  good  man  and  true,  and 
strictly  to  obey  the  Moral  Law. 

II.  You  agree  to  be  a  peaceable  subject,  and 
cheerfully  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  country 
in  which  you  reside. 

III.  You  promise  not  to  be  concerned  in  plots 
and  conspiracies  against  the  government;  but 
patiently  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Legislature. 

IV.  You  agree  to  pay  a  proper  respect  to  the 
Civil  Magistrates,  to  work  diligently,  live  credi- 
tably, and  act  honorably  by  all  men. 

V.  You  agree  to  avoid  private  piques  and 
quarrels,  and  to  guard  against  intemperance 
and  excess. 

VI.  You  agreo  to  be  cautious  in  carriage  and 
behaviour,  courteous  to  your  brethren  and 
faithful  to  your  Union. 

Brother: — As  you  are  now  introduced  into 
the  principles  of  Union  Brotherhood,  I  con- 
gratulate, you  on  being  accepted  into  this  grand 
and  honorable  Union.  No  institution  was  ever 
raised  with  a  bstter  purpose  or  more  solid 
basis;  nor  were  ever  more  excellent  rules  laid 
down,  than  are  inculcated  in  our  teachings. 
There  are  great  duties,  which  as  a  Unionite, 
you  are  charged  to  inculcate — to  God,  your 
church,  your  neighbor,  yourself.  To  God,  never 
mention  His  name  but  with  that  reverential 
awe  which  is  due  from  a  creature  to  his  Crea- 
tor; to  implore  His  aid  in  all  your  laudable  un- 
dertakings, and  esteem  Him  as  the  chief  good; 
to  your  church  in  acting  upon  the  chart,  live 
together  in  union,  love  your  pastor,  pay  your 
church  dues;  to  your  neighbor,  in  acting  upon 
the  open  chart,  do  unto  him  as  you  wish  he 
should  do  unto  you;  and  to  yourself,  live  to  the 
oriental  chart,  avoid  all  irregularity  and  in- 
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temperance,  which  may  impair  your  faculties 
or  debase  the  dignity  of  your  profession.  A 
zealous  attachment  to  these  duties  will  insure 
public  and  private  esteem. 

In  this  State,  you  are  to  be  a  quiet  and  peace- 
ful subject,  true  to  your  government,  and  just 
to  your  country;  you  are  not  to  countenance 
disloyalty  or  rebellion,  but  patiently  submit  to 
legal  authority,  and  conform  with  cheerfulness 
to  the  government  of  the  country  in  which  you 
live.  In  your  outward  demeanor,  be  particu- 
larly careful  to  avoid  censure  and  reproach. 

Although  your  frequent  appearance  at  our 
regular  meetings  is  earnestly  solicited,  yet  it  js 
not  meant  that  your  Unions  should  interfere 
with  your  necessary  vocations;  neither  are  you 
to  suffer  your  zeal  for  the  institution  to  lead 
you  into  argument  with  those  who,  through  ig- 
norance, may  ridicule  it. 

At  your  leisure  hours,  you  are  to  converse 
with  well  informed  brethren,  that  you  may  im- 
prove in  the  workings  of  the  Union. 

Finally,  keep  sacred  and  inviolable  the  mys- 
teries of  the  Union ;  as  these  are  to  distinguish 
you  from  the  rest  of  the  community,  and  mark 
your  consequence  among  the  Union  Brother- 
hood, If  in  the  circle  of  your  acquaintances, 
you  find  a  person  desirous  of  being  inducted 
into  the  mysteries  of  Union  Brotherhood,  be 
particularly  attentive  not  to  recommend  him. 
unless  you  are  convinced  that  he  or  she  will 
conform  to  our  rules;  that  the  honor,  glory  and 
reputation  of  the  institution  may  be  firmly  es- 
tablished, and  the  world  at  large  convinced  of 
its  good  effects. 
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